





PRECEPTS AND VIRTUES OF

Wieslaw George, Marquis de Helon GCEG, RML, PNA, JP (Qual.)

Left: The Adoration of the Lamb (The Knights of Christ; 1432) by the
Dutch Northern Renaissance artist Jan van Eyck (c. 1390 — 9 July
1441). From the Collection of the Saint Bavo Cathedral (Sint-
Baafskathedraal) Museum: Ghent, Belgium.

NOBILITY: from Latin nobilitas, or nobilis, noble; Middle
English nobilite - the state or quality of being exalted in char-
acter or being morally noble."

CHIVALRY: from Late Latin caballarius, horseman, Cava-
lier; Old French chevalerie, knightliness, Middle English chiv-
alrie — the medieval institution of knighthood; its principles
and customs.*

THE PRECEPTS OF
s %Z’ygm

Nobility and chivalry are an indivisible unity of
pious selfless spirit, honorable knightly virtues and
gracious moral principles; the doctrine of both un-
derpinned by the profound precepts of chivalric eti-
quette.

Chivalric etiquette is a code of principles ad-
dressing acceptable social protocols and the conduct
and behaviour of nobles, knights, dames and gentle-
men.

Chivalry, a Knight’s rule of Service - born from
the medieval knightly code of moral, ethical and
spiritual conduct - is an anthology of desirable vir-
tues characterized by the principles of courteous,
polite and well-mannered behaviour, especially that
of a man towards women.

A noble is one who has a dignified heart and an
excellence of mind — a reverent soul exalted in char-
acter, demeanour and presence: one who undertakes
an act of bona fide charity or heartfelt goodwill
without want of favour, recognition, or reward; one
who selflessly offers and renders assistance without
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Above: The ordination of St. Stephen the Protomartyr as Deacon.

THE ORDER. OF DEACON:
MINISTERS OF SERVICE

John R. Wetsch, Ph.D.

“€eaD. HE ORDAINED CLERIC who be-

’:' comes a deacon has a special charism
j g in the the role of Christ as Servant
where Jesus Christ is the servant of
all. This article will provide insight into the history
of clerics who are members of this clerical order fo-
cusing on the Latin Rite. The modern deacon, post -

Vatican 11, is either known as a Transitional Deacon
or a Permanent Deacon. They belong to the same
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order but the Transitional Deacon is ordained on his
path or transition to the priesthood typically during
their last year in seminary before being ordained as a
priest. The Permanent Diaconate was reinstituted by
Vatican II to provide ordained clergy who live in the
world, as permanent members of the hierarchy, and
who are not typically on the path of becoming
priests but remain as deacons in service to the
Church.! The 50™ Anniversary of the reestablish-
ment of the Permanent Diaconate will be in 2018.



In the United States a celebration of this anniversary
is being planned to be held in New Orleans.

The Order of Deacon was established by the
Apostles and is noted in the Acts of the Apostles. In
Acts 6: 1-6 the first seven deacons were appointed
and ordained in Jerusalem to look after the poor and
to provide supporting functions to the Apostles so
that the Apostles could focus on their mission to
spread the word the God. The establishment of the
diaconate in the early church was the first establish-
ment of a hierarchy other than the Apostles and the
laity. The first deacons were considered as being
men who were filled with the Holy Spirit and
preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This led to a
deacon becoming the first martyr of the Church. St.
Stephen, whose feast day is December 26", was
stoned to death and Saul who later became St. Paul
was present at the stoning. St. Stephen is often re-
ferred to as the protomartyr.

Through the imposition of hands on the Deacon
by the Bishop, which started from the apostles and
continues to present day, the deacon is ordained unto
the ministry of service but not the priesthood. The
Deacon therefore becomes attached to the Bishop to
serve the Bishop in his tasks of service or diakonia.”
It should be noted that the roots of the Deacon also
go back to the Old Testament where in the Old
Covenant the Jewish priest was a descendent of
Aaron and those who provided service to the Jewish
priests was reserved for the Levites. The diaconate,
mainly in ecclesial circles, is a continuation of the
Levitical order of service. This is because of the
fulfillment of Christ’s work in fulfilling the Old
Covenant through the New Covenant the diaconate
is the extension of this same order from the New
Testament.

Ordination of permanent Deacons in the Catholic Diocese of Raleigh, North Carolina, USA, June 2014.




Deacons continued to be active in the early
church. Ignatius of Antioch wrote in 110 AD (Letter
to the Magnesians 2) of Deacons and their role.
Other Church Fathers in the early centuries of the
Church note the worthy men who serve as Deacons;
such as, Clement of Alexandria, Hippolytus, Origen,
Jerome, and John Chrysotom amongst others. In
addition the role of Deacons was addressed at the
Council Elvira in 300 AD and the Council of Nicea
in 325 AD.

The role and prestige of the Diaconate continued
to grow that by the time of the early middle ages,
432-634 AD, where 37 men who were Deacons were
elected Pope and only 3 of these men were ordained
as priests prior to their papal election.” In some ju-
risdictions Bishops appointed archdeacons who had
oversight on lower clergy, determines who was to be
ordained, had the power to excommunicate, amongst
other duties. In essence deacons became chief ad-
ministrators who wielded considerable influence and
control in their jurisdictions that sometimes sur-
passed that of the Bishops. Bishops were known to
ordain deacons to the priesthood in order to remove
them from their positions.*

Between the 8™ and 13" centuries the role of the
deacon was at its height to the point that Bishops
were calling for reforms that finally came about in
the Council of Trent.” Bishops started to appoint
priests as their Vicar Generals and the role of the
deacon diminished and the title of archdeacon be-
came ceremonial.® The role of the deacon was
pushed to where the diaconal state become tempo-
rary and hence transitional for men in formation on
their way to the priesthood.

In essence the reestablishment of the permanent
diaconate fulfills the hierarchy of the Church and as
previously noted is a role of service to the laity. A
key turning point that lead to reestablishing the per-
manent diaconate came from the unlikely source of
the 2500 priests who were imprisoned in Cellblock
26 of the Nazi Concentration Camp in Dachau.’
Many of these priests came to the strong belief that
permanent deacons could have done much good in
their parishes by contributing directly to the tempo-
ral needs of the poor, the sick, the downtrodden, etc.
thus helping to alleviate suffering in the world. In
this regard the Vatican Council affirmed this need
and approved the permanent restoration of the order.

Some prominent Deacons in History:

St. Stephen, the first martyr, 1% Century A.D.
St. Lawrence, martyred 258 A.D.

St. Gregory the Great, ordained deacon in 578 A.D.
and was elected Pope in 590, after which he was
ordained priest and consecrated bishop

St. Francis of Assisi, 1182 — 1226 A.D.

Notes:

1. National Directory for the Formation, Ministry, and Life of Per-
manent Deacons in the United States, Publication No. 5-368,
Washington, USCCB Publishing, 2005.

2. Ibid.

Duane Galles, Deacons Yesterday and Today, 1995. http:/

www.ewtn.com/library/ CANONLAW/DEACYEST.htm
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7. U.S. Catholic (Vol. 79, No. 6, pages 24-28). June 2014. http://
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Deacon John Wetsch, Ph.D., was ordained to the diaconate in
the Catholic Diocese of Raleigh, North Carolina on June 28,
2014. He holds a Ph.D. in Information Systems and is an In-
Jformation Technology Director with the North Carolina De-
partment of Revenue. Deacon Wetsch also holds undergradu-
ate and graduate degrees in physics and astronomy.



Sainc Pacrick

in Norchern Ireland:

A Pilgrimage

DAME MARI K. EDER, GCSG

Che Crip

A trip to Northern Ireland was one I'd looked
forward to for some time. We went to see the
cities of Belfast and Derry, learn about recent
history of the troubles, do a little genealogy re-
search, and learn about the ancient history of
Ireland and her patron saint, Saint Patrick. Itis
a beautiful land. Northern Ireland is not as tour-
isty as the Republic of Ireland, say near Dublin
or Cork. Northern Ireland is more low key. The
feel is more homey and welcoming.

Che Scory op Sainc Pacrick

Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ire-
land, along with Saint Brigit. He was a fifth
century missionary, who converted many to Ca-
tholicism during his travels. While there aren’t
many solid facts known about his life, he is
credited as serving as the first Bishop of Ar-
magh. Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17" is the
anniversary of his death and also his feast day.

Saint Patrick’s influence can be felt through-
out Northern Ireland and visitors will find it easy
to retrace his steps. Even the legends are
evocative of the countryside itself. According to
one story he spent so much time in one place
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trying to get his message across to the people,
that his walking stick took root in the ground
and began to grow. In another story, he used
the shamrock to illustrate the holy trinity. He is
also credited with banishing snakes from the
island.

‘Che Cachedral and Burial Shrine

It is only a fifty minute drive from Belfast
southeast to the Downpatrick, in County Ar-
magh. In the town of Armagh itself there are
two cathedrals dedicated to Saint Patrick, one
protestant and one Catholic. But the saint is
not buried here. His burial site is at Down Ca-
thedral in the city fo Downpatrick. His grave is
marked with a large stone. Nearby, the Saint
Patrick’s Centre houses a permanent exhibition

telling the story of Saint Patrick in Ireland. The
Centre sponsors a number of other educational
programs for local schools and visitors alike.

‘Che Scacue

Just a few miles from Downpatrick lies the
village of Saul. The story is that Saint Patrick
preached his first sermon in a barn near Saul.
That was the beginning of his first church. Just
on the outskirts of Saul lies Slieve Hill. There
you can see at the crest a massive statue of
Saint Patrick, overlooking Northern Ireland.

The granite statue was erected in 1932 to
commemorate the 1500™ anniversary of Saint
Patrick’s return to Northern Ireland. Along the
path to the crest are biblical statues and
scenes, including a replica of the grotto at
Lourdes, and a crucifixion scene. It is a lovely
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hike, with many scenic overlooks and incredible
vistas of the countryside. You can tell that many
pilgrims have come along this path before you.

Up close, the statue is imposing. At its base
are a number of panels that depict the life of
Saint Patrick. You can stand beside him and
see where he is facing, towards the lake of
Strangford Lough. Saint Patrick holds his staff
in his left hand. His right is raised in blessing.

Our Visic

We visited Northern Ireland in mid June.
One purpose of the trip was to look for evidence
of my ancestors, who had emigrated to the
United States from Northern Ireland in the mid-
1800s. While | didn’t know why they had left,

our visit to the Ulster American Folk Park was
particularly telling. The museum is more of a
shrine, to an entire town that emptied in the
1800s as all of its inhabitants emigrated to-
gether to the United States.

We rented a car and stayed in bed and
breakfasts, finding that a wonderful way to meet
many good people and talk with them about
their lives, their work, and their love of the land.
The food was always good, although after a
week | could no longer face another bowl of
‘champ’ — mashed potatoes with green onions.

The political divisiveness was palpable.
Even the potatoes had names that reflected the
religious affiliations of the farmers. “Queen Po-
tatoes” were for sale at one farm we passed.
Presumably the farmer was a protestant, loyal
to the crown.











